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HIGHLIGHTS 


December 24 - 30, 1995 


A quiet weather pattern--featuring a narrow temperature range across 








the Nation and a split jet stream--broke down at week’s end, allowing 


the return of precipitation to the Northwest and the onset of heavy Contents 
snow in the Rockies. Farther cast, Florida experienced an early-week Highlights & Temperature Departure Map 


freeze and weekly temperatures up to 12°F below normal. In contrast, Total Precipitation & 


departures raged than rmal across parts Extreme Minimum Temperature Maps 
oe — epcalimetiinns an National: Weather Data for Selected Cities .... 


northern Plains. National Agricultural Summary: & 

Snow Cover. Map 

Barly in the week, snow showers remained active in New England and ” Reeauban Seagaratacs?Preckeliation Goble... 

downwind of the Great Lakes, while high pressure settled across the Subscription and Mailing Permit Information .. 

Gulf Coast States. In Burlington, VT, measurable snow fell on 22 

days. during December (totaling 44.0 inches), tying the record set in 
(Continued on back cover) 
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Total Precipitation (Inches) 
DEC 24 - 30, 1995 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 30, 1995 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 30, 1995 





RELATIVES NUMBER OF DAYS 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 30, 1995 
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December 1995 
MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER-NMC-NWS-NOAA 
ek = DATA NOT AVAILABLE 





TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
(C) (44) 
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EUROPE: Moderate to heavy rain accompanied a warming trend -5 
over the south, while colder weather accompanied light, scattered : 
snow in the north. MADRID -2 
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SOUTH AFRICA: Unfavorable wetness lingered in the eastern corn -14 
belt and sugarcane areas until mid-week. -14 
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FSU-WESTERN: Unsettled weather covered dormant winter grains. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Beneficial rain covered winter grains 
in Morocco, while light but below-normal precipitation continued 
over crops in Algeria and Tunisia. 
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AUSTRALIA: Rain hampered fieldwork in Western Australia's 
wheat belt. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Additional heavy rain fell across the southern 
Philippines and the Malay Peninsula. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Dry, cool weather prevailed over dormant winter 
wheat in the North China Plain. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Widespread showers benefited soybeans in 
southern Brazil, following unfavorably dry planting weather. Warm, 
dry weather favored fieldwork across central Argentina, as rain 


benefited northern cotton. 
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Based on Preliminary Reports 
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Based on Preliminary Reports 
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Unsettled weather covered dormant winter grains as a series of storms 
from Europe moved across the region. The storms ushered in bitter 
cold air over northern Russia (Central Region, Volga Vyatsk, central 
Black Soils Region, and the upper Volga Valley), Belarus, and the 
Baltics, where extreme minimum temperatures for the week ranged 
from -15 to -30 degrees Celsius (C). However, light snow 
accompanied the bitter cold in these areas, providing a fresh 
protective snow cover for winter grains. Farther south, mixed 
precipitation (10-25 mm, with local amounts in excess of 40 mm) 
covered Ukraine. The precipitation changed to all snow by midweek, 
increasing snow cover. In southern Russia (North Caucasus and lower 
Volga Valley), moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm) early in the week 
boosted moisture reserves. In addition, unusually mild weather 
prevailed over these areas, with weekly temperatures averaging 4 to 
8 degrees C above normal. By week's end, however, sub-freezing 
temperatures accompanied by light to moderate snow spread over 
southern Russia. 








A series of storms moved eastward over the Mediterranean, producing 

moderate to heavy rain over southern Europe. Precipitation amounts 

ranged from 25 to 75 mm, with higher amounts in excess of 100 mm 

over Spain and southern France, and eastward through northern Italy 

into southeastern Europe (former Yugoslavia, Romania, Bulgaria, and 

Greece). In addition, a pronounced warming trend accompanied the 

rain over southeastern Europe, causing rapid snow melt, resulting in 

local flooding. Farther north, lesser amounts of precipitation (5-25 

mm) fell from England and northern France, eastward across northern 

Europe. The precipitation fell mostly as rain early in the week, before 

turning to light snow showers for the remainder of the week as colder 

air moved westward over the region. By week's end, nighttime lows 

ranged from -8 to -22 degrees C from Germany eastward to Poland. 

jo Total Precipitation (mit)_CP fo =| While reports indicated the cold may have caused some damage to 
DEC 24-30, 1986" i = winter rapeseed, it had minimal impact on wheat and rye. 














: NORTHWESTERNAFRICA 
Widespread significant rain (14-32 mm) fell over Morocco, benefiting 
winter grain emergence and establishment. Lesser amounts of rain (4- 
10 mm) fell over Algeria and Tunisia, moistening topsoils. Although 
this past week's rain over Morocco significantly improved moisture 
conditions for crop growth, rainfall in recent weeks over Algeria and 
Tunisia has been running below normal. As a result, rain is needed 
soon in these areas to prevent a decline in crop conditions. 
Furthermore, weekly average temperatures were 4 to 8 degrees C 
above normal over northwestern Africa, increasing crop-water 
demands. 
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Seasonably dry weather continued across the North China Plain, 
where winter wheat is dormant. Dryness prevailed across the Yangtze 
Valley, where rainfall has been below normal. December rainfall 
usually averages 25 to 50 mm across the valley. 

















Seasonably heavy showers (60-180 mm) fell across the copra and rice 
areas of southern Luzon, exacerbating flooding. Tropical Storm Dan, 
which passed just to the east of Samar Island, helped to produce very 
heavy showers (150-300 mm) and flooding across the island. 
However, Samar is not a major agricultural region. Elsewhere in the 
Philippines, moderate showers (15-50 mm) favored secondary crops. 
In Vietnam, moderate rain (30-70 mm) continued across the central 
rice areas, boosting irrigation supplies. Seasonably dry weather in 
Thailand aided rice and sugarcane harvesting. Heavy showers (75-150 
mm) exacerbated flooding across the eastern oil palm areas of the 
Malay Peninsula. Seasonable showers (15-100 mm) maintained 
adequate rice irrigation supplies across Java. 
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DEC 24 - 30, 1995 
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SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
DEC 24 - 30, 1995 





Moderate showers (10-25 mm) slowed fieldwork in Western 
Australia's winter wheat belt. Dry weather continued in most eastern 
and southern winter grain areas. However, on the 31st, rain was 
pushing through the southeast (additional information will be 
provided in next week's summary). A portion of the winter wheat crop 
reportedly remains unharvested and could experience some reduction 
in quality. In the main summer crop zones (southern Queensland and 
northern New South Wales), rainfall was generally light (15 mm or 
less) for the period ending December 30. However, the late-period 
storm system moving through the east was bringing additional rain to 
the main pasture areas as well as most sorghum and cotton areas. In 


New Zealand, rainfall was light (25 mm or less) in the main pasture 
lands. 








Moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm, exceeding 100 mm locally 
continued early in the week from the eastern corn belt to the east 
coast. The additional rain kept local crop areas water-logged and 
exacerbated river flooding. Warmer, drier weather since the 26th 
brought some relief to the eastern crop areas and dried topsoils in the 
western corn belt, which received no rain for the week. Moisture 
reserves should be adequate for crop establishment in the western corn 
belt due to rainfall in recent weeks. Elsewhere, moderate rain (10-22 
mm) fell in winter wheat areas of Western Cape Province, but 
harvesting should be completed. 











In southern Brazil, widespread showers (25-70 mm) covered 
northwestern Rio Grande do Sul, western Santa Catarina, and western 
Parana, boosting topsoil moisture for late soybean planting and 
germinating to vegetative summer crops. However, due to the 
extended dry period in that region, periodic rains are needed to ensure 
adequate crop development for the rest of the growing season. Other 
areas of southern Brazil received moderate to heavy showers (40-100 
mm), keeping soils moist for summer crops, sugarcane, citrus, and 
coffee. Only southern Mato Grosso do Sul reported less than 25 mm 
of rain. Excessive showers (150-300 mm) caused flooding across 
central Minas Gerais. In central Argentina, dry weather allowed 
summer crop planting to continue after last week's beneficial rain and 
favored winter wheat harvesting. However, hot weather (maximum 
temperatures ranging from 35 to 39 degrees C) across Cordoba and La 
Pampa reduced soil moisture for sorghum and reproductive corn. 
Light to moderate rain (15-40 mm) aided cotton across northern 
Argentina, which had been trending dry. In southern Paraguay, light 
to moderate rain (10-30 mm) helped soybeans and cotton. 
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January 1978. Snowfall pushed the season-to-date total to 60.0 
inches (179 percent of normal) in Erie, PA, eclipsing their 1994- 
95 seasonal total (53.7 inches). 


Farther south, minimum temperatures fell below 30°F on 10 
consecutive days (December 21-30) in Wilmington, NC, the first 
such occurrence since December 1989. In southern Florida, 
Christmas-morning temperatures dipped below freezing as far 
south as Immokalee (29°F) and Belle Glade (31°F). 
Northernmost winter crop regions logged readings at or below 
freezing, including 26°F in Plant City. Damage to central 
Florida's citrus was generally minor, but some ground crops, 
including cucumbers and squash, incurred.damage. Near- to 
below-freezing temperatures struck again on December 26, but 
averaged about 3°F higher than the previous morning. 


Temperatures in Miami, FL failed to reach 65°F on an all-time 
record 8 consecutive days (December 21-28), eclipsing the former 
mark of 6 days, set in February 1958. Elsewhere across the 
South, Charleston, SC (22°F) and Jackson, MS (18°F) notched 
daily-record lows on Friday. In contrast, weekly temperatures 
averaged 7 to 17°F above normal in much of Alaska, including a 
daily-record high of 45°F in Yakutat on Tuesday. 


Precipitation returned to the Northwest after midweek, including 
a daily-record rainfall of 2.81 inches in Eureka, CA on Friday. 
Despite the return of some precipitation to California, the water 
. equivalent of the Sierra Nevada snowpack slipped to about 40 
percent of normal at year's end. Heavy snow spread into Utah's 
Wasatch Range on Friday, where Alta's 3-day total reached 28 
inches. Farther east, a weak storm--the last in a series of southern- GOES-8 IR, December 28, 1995 
branch systems—sparked showers from eastern Texas to western Cloudiness associated with southern-stream energy cloaks Peninsular Florida, ending the threat 
Tennessee. By Sunday moming (December 31), 24-hour rainfall of freezing temperatures, but holding maxima well below normal. The cloud shield produced 
reached 1.98 inches in El Dorado, AR and 2.45 inches in little rain, however, ensuring a second consecutive dry month across central and southern Florida. 
Memphis, TN. December totals were as low as 0.23 inches in Miami Beach and 0.58 inches in Lakeland. 
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